








~Epiphany
"And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them,
4 until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. They
were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw
4 the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did
him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. " Matthew 2:12

The Epiphany is the feast of the manifestation of the majesty and divinity of the newborn Savior. As early as the
third century, the Eastern Church, in celebrating the birth of the Redeemer, viewed it primarily as the manifesta-
tion of God to man. Hence the name Epiphany, which means manifestation, was given to the feast. Toward the
end of the fourth century, as the feast gradually came to be known and celebrated in the West, the adoration of
the Christ-Child by the Magi or Wise Men was stressed. Soon these sages were looked upon as the Three Kings.
In the West Christ's birthday had already been celebrated for some time on December 25. But with this feast was
associated all the poverty and helplessness of the cave of Bethlehem; Mary and Joseph watched beside the crib
in poverty, and the shepherds that came to offer their humble worship were equally poor. This aspect was lost
sight of in the Feast of the Epiphany. It is true that the Magi found a poor, weak child, attended by poor parents.
But through their faith they recognized and acknowledged the helpless Infant as the Redeemer and King of the
world, and as such they adored Him. In the Feast of Christmas Christ is shown as man to a few of His chosen
souls; in the Feast of the Epiphany, on the other hand, He appears to the whole world as God.

In order to strengthen and reinforce this divine manifestation to the Magi, the Church commemorates on this feast
two other incidents, both of which strongly testify to the divinity of Christ: His baptism in the Jordan and the first
miracle at the marriage feast in Cana. In this way, the Redeemer, whose coming was known imperfectly at
Christmas, is made known to the whole world.

Various interpretations have been given for the gifts which the Magi offered the Christ-Child. In the responses at
Matins the Church says that the gold represents kingly power, incense the great High Priest, and myrrh the burial
of the Lord; and so she depicts the Wise Men offering their gifts to Christ is His threefold character of King, High
Priest, and Man. In his homily for the third day within the octave, St. Gregory looks at the gifts from the viewpoint
of the givers, and so sees in the gold, wisdom; in the incense, the power of prayer; and in the myrrh, the mortifi-
cation of the flesh. Both interpretations are worthy of consideration, and some little reflection on them should
prompt us to bring all the powers of our intellect to our King, the incense of our prayers to our great High Priest,
and the myrrh of our sufferings and labors to our Man-God.

The Epiphany is the high point of Christmas and the fulfilment of Advent. It is the ancient Feast of Christ the
King. Its dignity in the liturgy is superior to that of Christmas. Because the feast commemorates the baptism of
Jesus, its vigil has long been a day for solemn Baptism. In the present division of the Church year, the baptism of
our Lord in the Jordan is commemorated on the octave day of the Epiphany.

If the Feast of Epiphany is to be fully understood as the Church sees it, it will have to be viewed from two as-
pects: that of God who manifested Himself to man, and that of man, typified in the Magi, who responded with
wholehearted faith and love. It is, therefore, a day of faith and grace on which no other prayer ought to take prec-
edence over that petition of the Our Father, "Thy Kingdom Come!” Rev. Bernard Strasser, O.S.B.

Daily Readings —Week of January 8, 2012
Blessed be the ; Monday Is 42:1-7; Mk 1:7-11
most holy Tuesday 1 Sm 1:9-20; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Mk 1:29-39
Name of Jesus Thursday 1 Sm 4:1-11; Mk 1:40-45
. Friday 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22; Mk 2:1-12
without end! Saturday  1Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; Mk 2:13-17
Sunday ~January 15, 2011

| Sm 3:3-10, 19; Ps 40
| Cor 6:13-15, 17-20
Jn 1:35-42




Liturgical Ministry Schedule for January 14/15
Altar Servers

5:30 PM 7:30 AM 9:30 AM
Sarah R. Jim H. Andrew S.
Krista R. George B.
Melanie Z. Devin M.
Cantor

5:30 PM 7:30 AM 9:30 AM
Ruth Adam Adam
EME

5:30 PM 7:30 AM 9:30 AM
Andrea P. Scott S. Michael M.
Tish R. Claire H. Roberto T.
Mary Alice S. Corrine H. Ruth B.
Julie T. David H. Christina B.
Mary V. Mary T. Elinor C.
Barb F. Mary W. Patrick D.
Don F. Doug R. Gloria K.
Jim Fr. Donna B. Debbie K.
Greeters

5:30 PM 7:30 AM 9:30 AM
Joanne M. Becky & Gene T.  Kathleen P.
Lectors

5:30 PM 7:30 AM 9:30 AM
Vicky N. Cathy S. Tony S.
Bob Y. Patti S. Kevin S.

Money Counters for January 14/15-Team # 5

Offertory for December 17/18

Offertory $ 9,6 506.75
Christmas $ 190.00
Christmas Flowers $ 153.00
Holy Days $ 79.00
Children/Family Appeal $ 61.00
Accent $ 20.00
First Offering $ 5.00
Christmas/December 24/25
Offertory $ 29,915.65
Children & Family Appeal $ 2,080.00
Solemnity of Mary $ 50.00
Immaculate Conception $ 20.00
Christmas Flowers $ 67.00
First Offering $ 40.00
Accent $ 10.00
Church Maintenance $ 25.00
Diocesan Poverty Relief $ 50.00
Seminary Fund $ 108.00

$t. Bernard of Claivaux Liturgy Schedule

Week of January 9-15
Monday, January 9
The Baptism of the Lord
7:30 AM+Anne Jablunovsky (James Bianco)

Tuesday, January 10
6:30 PM+William & Anna Rinkus (Richard Rinkus)
12-6:30 PM Eucharistic Adoration

Wednesday, January 11
9:30 AM (School Mass)
Intention- +George Crock (Edward & Irene Onuscheck)

Thursday, January 12
7:30 AM+Anne Jablunovsky (Phil & Dorothy Jablunovsky)

Friday, January 13
Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
7:30 AM+Dolly Barris (Col. John A. Polesky)

Saturday, January 14

7:30 AM+James Rinkus Family (Richard Rinkus)
8:30-10:00 AM Confessions

5:30 PM+Paul McKee (Maxine & Ray Previte)

Sunday, January 15

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 AM For our Parishioners
9:30 AM+James Burst (Friend)

Schedule of Events

Monday 4:30 PM Jr. Legion of Mary, Brady Room
5:45 PM Legion of Mary, Brady Room

Tuesday Evangelization Committee Meeting follow-
ing 6:30 PM Mass

Saturday 6:30 PM R.C.I.A., Brady Room

Sunday Choir Practice after 9:30 AM Mass

9:30 AM Faith Formation, Social Hall
6:00 PM Youth Group, Social Hall

Knights of Columbus
January Event Schedule
Fr. McNelis Council 1481

January 11 Council Meeting, Lodge, 7:00 PM

January 22 NFL Conference’s Championship PIG ROAST,
Lodge

January 23 March for Life, Washington, D.C.

January 25 Fourth Degree Assembly Meeting, Lodge, 7 PM

Liturgy Schedule
8t. Thomas More Univergity Parish
Week of January 9-15

Monday, January 9 No Mass
Tuesday, January 10 No Mass
Wednesday, January 11 No Mass
Thursday, January 12 5:00 PM Sacrament of

Reconciliation

5:30 PM Mass
Friday, January 13 12:10 PM Mass
Saturday, January 14 4:00 PM Mass
Sunday, January 15 10:00 AM Mass

7:00 PM Mass

The Sanctuary Lamps
burn in memory of Randy Green
From Wife, Kristin & Family




